10. Having reviewed the apparent inevitability and compensating benefits of 

      aggression in the past, Arthur Woolgar suggests 3 reasons why aggression may 

      play a much reduced role in the future. 

  How convincing do you find these reasons [R1], and do you consider the gains would outweigh the losses if aggression cease to e a central feature of human behaviour [R2]?
                                                                                                                                 [8]

Requirements : 

Students have to evaluate the 2 reasons and take a stand as to whether there are more gains to be derived if aggression ceased to be a central feature of human behaviour  

OR

if violence is necessary as the losses outweigh the gains  

	Reason 1 

"…given the phenomenal and ever-increasing rate of technological change…" 

  (Line 55)

"Science has already given us the ability to control the number of people on the planet, 

 as well as the ability to increase the agricultural productivity …" (Lines 58-59)

   Evaluation  

If the stand is for non-violence :

· scientific and technological advances help to solve the problems of food shortage and population control that have plagued mankind in the past. Therefore, there is no need for conflicts to settle such issues. Technology is used in farming to help sow more seeds and increase production e.g. genetically modified corn and tomatoes take care of the need for increased food supply due to massive explosions of populations in Indonesia and South Africa. Contraceptives for example, help to regulate population size.  

· resources that are lacking can be produced by technology e.g. Singapore uses reverse osmosis technology to solve the water shortage problem, reducing tension between Singapore and Malaysia

· rise of the internet allows the spread of information; promotes more transparency and cooperation  ; this removes suspicion and minimises chances for confrontation.

       If the stand is for aggression :

· Only richer nations can afford such advanced technology and reap the benefits. Also, those who have the means will prefer to buy GM foods and this will affect the livelihood of the poor adversely   

· If poorer countries are neglected for too long , their resentment will lead them   

            to join forces with stronger parties and they would have to resort to violence to 

            fight for their rights.   

· If the voice for the poor is suppressed by stronger parties, then there is a need for conflict to protect, defend themselves especially when their survival is at stake 

· With more efficient means of communication and travel, it would be expected that disputes can be resolved through diplomacy. However, such processes take a long time and by then much damage would have been done e.g. UN's effort to settle matters through diplomacy in 2nd Iraq War was futile.Increased networking and the rise of terrorism.  

· Technology has allowed for the invention of more deadly weapons e.g. nuclear warheads and since 1945, wars have erupted to establish which side has a weapons-advantage over the other

Reason 2

"… phenomenon of world-wide competition in sport has come about… feed their 

publics' appetite for competition … competition has been encouraged by 

unprecedented resources of media and transport." (Lines 72-74) 

Evaluation 

If the stand is for non-violence :

· more efficient means of transport and greater media exposure make  participation in sports easier (  actual involvement in sports competitions or through viewing sports programmes or playing cyber games) and have helped man find an outlet to express his savage, brutal tendencies/ quench his thirst for aggression.

· less bloodshed, loss of lives, damage of property and environment

· through friendly competitions, people learn value of sportsmanship, cooperation; they also allow for better understanding of each others' cultures.

If the stand is for aggression :  

· presence of friendly matches do not necessarily reduce aggressive tendencies e.g. EPL spectators fight over the team they support, leading to deadly clashes and stampedes

· the instinct to win had led participants to resort to underhand methods such as taking steroids to boost performance . 

· desire to fight and win can have positive effects ; participants are driven to set new targets and  break new records, progress in life 

· war due to several other reasons; certain issues cannot be solved by sports competitions 

   Reason 3

   "…the gradual and unstoppable growth of the power and influence of women…" 

    (Line 81)

   "… women may enable the human race to tame and render harmless the aggressive 

instinct…" (Line 83-84)

Evaluation 

If the stand is for non-violence :

· With emancipation of women, comes the rise in authority and the ability to affect others in decision making; women help to tone down the aggressive nature in their male counterparts 

· Encourage others to settle disputes in a peaceful way, promote values such as empathy, love, care and concern for others e.g. Mother Teresa  

      If the stand is for aggression :

· with power, comes the natural instinct to dominate; aggression could result from this

· clash with cultural beliefs; certain cultures believe in male supremacy ; tensions may arise

 


Possible ways to begin the intro paragraph (must first refer to how the question is phrased in the first place and react according to whether the requirements are general or specific)

I am less hopeful than Woolgar when considering the possible reasons for reduced aggression in world affairs, as I find his reasons rather incredible. If, as he argues, aggression is an established characteristic of human nature, then any reduction is merely superficial or temporary and may indicate that we have not really addressed the root causes of aggression adequately. In this case, any gains from this reduction will outweigh the losses only for the time being.
Or
I think Woolgar’s reasons for why aggression will play a reduced role are quite substantial, although there are considerable loopholes/flaws as well.(simpler version). Certainly, the benefits that accrue from reduced aggression will outweigh that of losses (from reduced aggression), because less violence means an overall more peaceful society.

