CENSORSHIP JUSTIFIED?
	YES
	NO

	1) maintain social stability, prevent chaos and panic outbreak
-China blocked news on SARS and melamine Sanlu milk powder scandal
[REBUT: lives are being lost]

-China declined to release updated figures revealing how many children have been affected by the tainted milk scandal, as it attempted to boost confidence in its food safety standards.
-Thai Govt censored pro-Red Shirts news on media in bid to prevent street protest from swelling
c/f Iranian govt shut down websites and censored the press in a bid to contain public protest over controversial election results 

2) racial/religious sensitivity

-racists remarks against Indians in online forums

-Pastor Rony Tan’s comments on Buddhism

-cartoons of Prophet Mohammad
-Pakistan shut down Facebook over furore on “Everybody Draw Mohammed Day”

3) denigration of political leaders

-Thai King (monkey head), Michelle Obama (ape face), George W. Bush

4) political sensitivity/terrorism
-websites on how to make bombs

-terrorists recruiting members through internet

-Obama’s U-turn on photos of terrorist detention camps Abu Ghraib, Guantanamo Bay on fear that it will elicit sympathy and make it easier for terrorists to recruit members and fan anti-US sentiments
-Bali Bombing where media coverage of execution hailed bombers as martyrs and elicit sympathy for their cause

-Mumbai attack where media coverage propagate terror and compromise safety of hostages

5) cyber-bullying
-sex photo scandals of Edison Chen/Gillian Chung

-Korean actress committed suicide after malicious rumours of her circulated in internet

-malicious rumours or sex videos in blogs
6) sexual predators/sexual grooming

7) transmission of undesirable values

Glamourisation of violence

-Southpark cartoons, 
-Grand Auto Theft

 =car thefts, gang warfare, prostitution

RapeLay
 =let players simulate stalking and raping young girls  
-My-Minx,  MapleStory

 =warped notion on love, marriage

 [REBUT:
-analogy of smoking and lung cancer; not all smokers get lung cancer

-video games can be powerful learning tools as role play games 

 =encourage one to work with others towards a common goal

 =promote positive values like team work, loyalty and self-sacrifice]
8) unreliability of info

-due to anonymous sources

9) invasion of privacy

-Gillian Chung/Edison Chen sex photo scandals
-Google Street View


	a) infringement on freedom of speech, expression and views

-a basic human right

b) undermine building of consultative society

-no true democracy? as internet is a platform for the people’s voice.

c) diversity of views needed for progress and breakthroughs

-to break away from incestuous breeding and stagnation
-multiple-perspectives from which an informed decision can be made e.g. political decision based on uncensored collected feedback
d) stifle intellectual creativity

-S’pore’s Knowledge-Based Economy (KBE)
-wikipedia
e) exercise in futility ‘cos
a)censoring traditional media will just turn people towards new media, e.g. loss of seats of ruling party in Malaysia in election in 2009
b)new media not easy to censor as can circumvent blocks via

-writing backwards

-proxy servers

f) undermine role of media as surveillance watchdog to act as a check against influential organizations (govt/MNCs)

-seeking redress for social injustice

-Green Dam Youth Escort

-NKF, StarBucks
-lodge complaints against errant shops to warn others

g) costs

-costs Australia S$100m a year to block 1500 objectionable sites

h) inconvenience

-slow down surfing speed

i) may censor useful info

-censorship via keywords e.g. breast/breast cancer; sex/STIs

-risk throwing baby out with the bath water

-info is all related, difficult to draw line btw positive and negative

j) compromise artistic integrity

-should let arts circle self-regulate instead of impose censorship

Lust Caution; Schindler’s List where the naked and sex scenes are not gratuitous but central to the theme of the movies.
Royston Tan’s “15” where the violence and swearing is thematic.
[REBUT:
=Salman Rushdies’s “Santanic Verses” offended Muslims
=Joseph Ng’s pubic hair sniping and urine-drinking stunt

=NAC’s funding-cut for Wild Rice due to political and homosexual-themed plays]
k) go underground (black market)

Which makes it harder to regulate, monitor and control.

l) people nowadays more mature and educated, media-literate, hence

-more discerning when it comes to reliability of info in media
-can self-censor, self-regulate e.g. Pastor Rony Tan’s case shows netizens can self-regulate

m) media penetration rate is low in LDCs


