The media is largely to blame for the worldwide increase in violence. To what extent do you agree?
P1) STAND: I disagree to a large extent that the media is largely to blame for the worldwide increase in violence.

P2) Admittedly, the media is often blamed for causing people to mimic the violence that it portrayed. (i)
· saturation/overdose of violence numbed our senses, desensitize
· glamourise/ trivialize violence

· portray violence as norm

· games reward us with points for violent acts
· confusion/ blur boundary btw reality and virtual world due to high dose of realism (3D graphics and sound)
P3) It is also not uncommon for media reports on sensitive issues to fan the flames of hatred, resulting in violence. (ii) 
· distort/exaggerate/sensationalize

· Obama U-turn (Abu Ghraib, Guantanamo Bay)

· Prophet Muhammad cartoons

· Bali Bombing reports

· Pastor Rony Tan

OR

Furthermore, it is not without truth that the widespread prevalence of the media has a role to play in the escalation of violence. (iii)

-ubiquitous nature amplifies sphere of influence
--------------------------------------------------------
P4) However, while there may be some truth in the above arguments, I also feel that it is unfair to place the blame ‘largely’ on media alone. In the first place, it is arguable whether the media may even result in violence. One reason for this concerns the carthartic effect postulated by Aristotle. (a) [rebut (i)]


OR

(b) censorship [rebut (i) & (ii)]

OR

(c) educating effect [rebut (ii)]

OR

(d) access limited in some parts of world [rebut (iii)]

P5) Moreover, there are other contributory factors to the increase in violence, some of which are probably more blameworthy than the media. One such factor is the family. (1)
· violent family background

· parental neglect / lack of supervision

P6) In addition, the government cannot shirk off its responsibility too. (2)


- lack of harsh laws for deterrent effect

OR 

violent perpetrators (3)



- choose to commit violence 


  
(analogy of A shoot B; unfair to blame gun alone)

OR

mis-education /schools (4)

- Japanese in WWII
- terrorism (distort religious teachings)

- Chinese during Cultural Revolution
P7) STAND: I disagree to a large extent that the media is largely to blame for the worldwide increase in violence. 
