Answer Key to paper 2 prelim. 2008

From Paragraph 2

1. Explain what Cornelius Tacitus meant when he said that “the desire for fame is the last infirmity cast off even by the wise” (line 6). Use your own words as far as possible. [1m]

	EXPLANATION

	The yearning/craving for celebrity/popularity/notability/distinction/pre-eminence/prominence/repute/ illustriousness is a foible/failing/flaw/affliction/malady that is abandoned reluctantly even by sagacious/learned/judicious/enlightened knowledgeable people
(i.e. it is a common human weakness shared even by those who should know better).

	[1 mark]


From Paragraph 3

2. Why does the writer describe Zeus, Ra and Odin as ‘heavyweights’ in comparison to the ‘puny idols’ many worship today? [2m]

	LIFTS (From Passage)
	EXPLANATION

	Whereas the ancients strode with heavyweights like Zeus, Ra and Odin, we moderns limp by with puny idols like Halle, Oprah and the Osbournes. [L22-23]
	The three were the chief/most powerful/revered deities of three ancient religions. 

Note: Zeus, the god of the sky and thunder, is also the king of the Greek gods; Ra is the most powerful Egyptian sun god of fire and rebirth; Odin is the Nordic god of wisdom and war.

	
	In comparison, Halle, Oprah and the Osbournes are mere mortals - and extremely feeble/flawed/inadequate, sorry specimens at that!

	[1 mark each]


From Paragraph 4

3. Describe four different ways in which severe CWS adversely affect a person's personality. Use your own words as far as possible. [2m]
	LIFTS (From Passage)
	PARAPHRASE

	The worst affected inhabit a joyless world [L26-27]
	Those who are most influenced live in an environment without happiness,

	ruled by delusions and pipe dreams about a celebrity. [L27]
	controlled/governed by illusions and fantasies about a star.

	Once possessed by their celebrity demons, they become solitary, [L28]
	Their obsession turns them into isolated/lonely,

	neurotic [L28]
	phobic/disturbed/over-anxious/paranoid/unbalanced

	and self-destructive [L29]


	individuals who inflict harm on themselves.

	[Any 4 points]                                                                                                                                 [1/2 mark each]


4. Why does the writer put the word ‘their’ in inverted commas in line 29? [1m]

	LIFTS (From Passage)
	EXPLANATION

	…but their over-involvement with 'their' celebrity consumes a lot of time, energy and income. [L29-30]
	The word ‘their’ is in inverted commas to show that those affected with less intense CWS are deluded into believing/are convinced that the star belongs to them/constitutes their personal property (which is obviously not the case).

	[1 mark]


From Paragraph 5

5. “celebrity worship is the new designer drug” (line 35)

Give two ways in which the writer extends the above comparison in the rest of this paragraph and explain the relationship in each case. Use your own words as far as possible. [2m]

	LIFTS (From Passage)
	PARAPHRASE 

	As part of this engineered addiction…[L38]
	The adoration/veneration for famous people/superstars is now a deliberately manufactured, obsessive habit/compulsion/ dependence, just like a person’s craving for drugs/narcotics.

	…where television shows and tabloid rags incessantly deliver their product to consumers like a dealer to a junkie. [L37-38]
	Like a drug pusher who constantly supplies drugs to the addict, the media ceaselessly/persistently feeds our craving for celebrity news.

	[2 marks]


From Paragraph 6

6. What objections does the writer have to reality television programmes? Use your own words as far as possible. [2m] 

	LIFTS (From Passage)
	EXPLANATION

	widespread malady of 'fame fever' [L45]
cultural decline [L45]

	They spread the “sickness/disease” of celebrity worship which leads to societal degeneration/ a deterioration in our social/civilised mores/values.

	The hysterical stampede [L46]
a fame free-for-all where karaoke [L48]


	‘Hysterical’ suggests people’s addiction/obsession/lack of control, and ‘stampede’ suggests a mindless herd mentality [jumping on the bandwagon]

(“free-for-all” also suggests that one does not need specific talent to participate in this event)


	collide in a neuro-degenerative tribute [L48-49] 

OR

‘stardumbness’ [L48]

OR

‘mediocrity’ [L49]
	He criticises the obsession with reality television programmes as a celebration of mind-numbing/brainless activities.

OR

He is mocking the lack of talent (and intellect) of the participants/ people who crave fame in this manner, as well as the low quality/inanity of the programmes themselves


	exhibitionism [L48]

	He objects to the compulsive desire that people have in attracting attention to themselves, especially by absurd or exaggerated behaviour.



	‘sham’ [L49]
	He objects to superficiality/spurious/pretentious nature of these programmes (they are hollow mockeries)


	[Any 4 points]                                                                                                                                     [1/2 mark each]


From Paragraph 7

7. “…we live in a world where style triumphs over substance.” (lines 51-52)

a) What does the writer mean by this? Use your own words as far as possible. [1m]

	LIFTS (From Passage)
	EXPLANATION

	“…we live in a world where style triumphs over substance.” [L51-52]
	outward appearance (style), is far more important than our actual worth/character (substance).
Or

We live in a society which values superficiality more than character/moral worth.

	[1 mark]


b) Explain how any one of the next two sentences serves to illustrate this general point. Use your own words as far as possible. [1m]

	LIFTS (From Passage)
	EXPLANATION

	Who cares if a celebrity is inexpressibly shallow as long as he is incredibly glamorous? [L52-53]
	The sentence suggests that outward appearance is far more important than character, 
for as long as a celebrity is irresistibly captivating/ alluring/elegant, ½

we are not concerned about his superficiality/lack of intellectual depth. ½


	Who cares if their idol is stupendously vain as long as she is stunningly gorgeous? [L53-54]
	The sentence suggests that outward appearance is far more important than character, 
for as long as a celebrity is strikingly/amazingly beautiful, ½

we are not concerned about his astounding arrogance/conceitedness/egotistical/self-obsessed nature ½


	Both sentences begin with “who cares if”, which suggests that the speaker is only/exclusively concerned with superficial appearance. (Bonus point)



	[Any one of the above]                                                                                                                                [1 mark]


From Paragraph 9

8. “(how could we ever solve the problem of world poverty without Bono and the obligatory rock concert, or free Tibet without Richard Gere?)” (lines 77 – 79)  

What is the tone of the writer here and why does he adopt it? [2m]

	LIFTS (From Passage)
	INFERENCE

	how could we ever solve the problem of world poverty without Bono and the obligatory rock concert, or free Tibet without Richard Gere? [L77-79]
	He asks a rhetorical question in a mocking/facetious/ironic (allow sarcastic) tone.



	
	The writer shows his derision/scorn/low opinion of the “visible celebrity backing” without which, ironically, real world issues would not be noticed.

	[2 marks]


9. Give the meaning of the following words as they are used in the passage. You may write your answer in one word or a short phrase.
[5]

	Word
	1 mark
	½ mark
	0 mark

	i) telling (L3)
	revealing; significant
	indicative
	evident; obvious; showing; informative

	ii) insidious (L15)
	proceeding imperceptibly/unnoticed in a subtle/gradual way with harmful effects
	
	hideous; dangerous; serious

	iii) manipulation (L34)
	deliberate control/influence through devious means
	
	exploitation; take advantage of; brainwash

	iv) prescribed (L39)
	stipulated; dictated; determined
	
	decided; assigned; influenced; predetermined

	v) hedonistic (L57)
	devoted to sensual pleasure/gratification
	
	materialistic; search for happiness


10. Summary

Using material from paragraphs 8 to 10 of the passage (lines 62 – 96), summarise the adverse effects celebrity culture is having on modern politics. Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.
[8m] 

Celebrity culture is having an adverse effect on modern politics because …

	No
	LIFTS (From Passage)
	PARAPHRASE

	1
	From para 8

so many (celebrities) are weaselling into the political picture. [L63-64]
	Inferred 

stars are entering politics through devious/crafty/dishonest means. 

	2
	In a world where image is everything, [L64]
	Where politics has become all about superficial appearances,

	3
	once earnest politicians are jumping on the celebrity bandwagon, borrowing all the phoney gestures, presentation styles and special effects that pay off in Tinseltown. [L67-69]
	Previously/erstwhile/formerly serious candidates adopt similar superficial/disingenuous/deceptive/insincere/not genuine tactics.

	4
	…the line between politics and entertainment is blurred. [L70]
	The separation/boundary between politics (accept) and show business is thus indistinct/unclear/ vague/imprecise,

	5
	trivialising the political agenda. [L71]]
	weakening/diluting/marginalising governmental concerns/real issues.
OR 
making real issues seem unimportant.
OR 
ignoring the important concerns/matters.

	6
	From para 9

It has become almost impossible to direct political energy toward issues that do not entertain or have visible celebrity backing. Issues without this lustre - boring old problems like poverty and hunger, which are not cute and rarely photograph well - stand little chance of reaching the political limelight. If they ever do, they need celebrity backing. [L74-77]
	Serious concerns without star endorsement/validation will receive limited attention.



	7
	When such celebrity heavyweights do pitch in, their vehement condemnations, [L79]
	The rancorous/bitter/accusatory rhetoric/censure/criticism,

	8
	misinformed statements and [L80]
	inaccurate/misleading/deceptive assertions/proclamations and 

	9
	simplistic solutions [L80]
	superficial/naive answers

	10
	distort the truth [L80]
	misrepresent/twist the facts,

	11
	make matters worse by offending the very people who have the power to effect real change. [L80-81]
	and exacerbate/aggravate the situation by upsetting influential/efficient authorities. 

	12
	Celebrity activism is also open to charges of hypocrisy. [L81-82]
	Star involvement is subject/susceptible accusations of double standards.

	13
	(Events show) organisational ineptitude … make further mockery of the entire event. [L82-84]
	Incompetent/ineffective management/administration renders their charitable efforts ridiculous

	14
	From para 10

Fixating on the stars…is a process that tends to be mind-numbing [L87-88]
OR

(makes us) more stupefied. [L89]
	Celebrity obsession incapacitates our ability to think/reason.



	15
	The rest of us are mostly cast as incessant consumers of insignificant public worth or relevance. [L91-92]
	The media portrays (“cast[s]”)/stereotypes us as mere customers/buyers of products (not as individuals) of unimportant/inconsequential value/merit/ consequence.

	16
	We have become political couch potatoes [L92-93]
OR

In a spectator mode [L94]
OR

We wallow in apathy [L96]
	We are passive/indolent/indifferent citizens/observers,
OR

We languish in total inertia,


	17
	(We are) more fascinated by a candidate’s recent plastic surgery than concerned with his proposed programmes. [L93-94]
	more concerned with trivia/appearance/image than with policies.

	18
	We are not likely to rock a lot of boats. [L95]
	We will not agitate/question/rebel/express dissent.

	19
	Instead of engaging in heated ideological debate [L95] 
	We do not get involved in meaningful/passionate political discussion/deliberation/argument,

	20
	or energetically lobbying for change, [L95-96]
	or vigorously/actively petitioning/applying pressure for improvement/reform.

	21
	(we) bask in blissful ignorance. [L96]
	We are content/happy to be totally oblivious of/have no knowledge whatsoever of political affairs.

	[21 points – ½ mark each]


Sample summary 
Celebrity culture is having an adverse effect on modern politics because …

stars are deviously entering politics. Where politics has become all about superficial appearances, serious candidates adopt similar disingenuous tactics. The separation between politics and show business is indistinct, making real issues seem unimportant. Real concerns without star endorsement will receive limited attention. The rancorous rhetoric, misleading assertions and naive answers misrepresent the problem, and exacerbate the situation by upsetting influential authorities. Star involvement is subject to double standards. Incompetent management renders their charitable efforts ridiculous. Celebrity obsession incapacitates our ability to think. The media portrays us as mere customers of no value. We are passive citizens, more concerned with image than policies. Our lack of knowledge means we do not agitate, passionately discuss ideas or pressure for reform.
[20 points -118 words]
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