Sample AQ Format for Celebrity Culture Compre.

	Text
	Comments

	I disagree to a large extent with Schumaker’s view that ‘celebrity culture’ is severely harming modern society. Contrary to this, the influence of celebrities is largely beneficial in my country, Singapore.

[Quote] In the passage, Schumaker seems to downplay the role of celebrity as a ‘do-gooder’ (line 72). He even uses the example of the Live Earth Concert to illustrate how attempts by celebrities to do good can only backfire (line 82). [Explain] ……. [Agree] Admittedly, there is some truth in Schumaker’s claim. [Evaluation] ….. [Disagree] But this need not be the case in Singapore. [Evaluation] The Live Earth Concert was heavily advertised in Singapore, and many people tuned in to the live telecasts, whether through the outdoor public screenings or on TV. Using pop culture is an effective medium to reach out to the masses, and the awareness generated would go a long way towards influencing one’s behaviour in the long run. This in itself far outweighs the petty costs of carbon footprints and plastic litter generated during the concert, as raised by Schumaker. Another e.g.  Phua Chu Kang in SMRT campaigns……As pointed out by Schumaker himself, celebrities have the power to ‘prescribe our tastes’ (line 39) and thereby influence our behaviour for the better if this power is channeled in a positive direction.

However, Schumaker is not entirely unconvincing in his arguments. [Quote] In the passage, he also maintains that we live in a world where ‘style triumphs over substance’ (line 52). [Explain] ……… [Agree] This is largely reflective of Singapore’s society.  [Evaluate]………
 
	-Stand: specify writer’s views, and address the other qns as well

-Note the requisite 4 basic parts (in bold) as a guideline. 

-The Agree part (underlined) is actually optional. Include it if u want to use the ‘one quote swing 2 sides’ method. The second side should preferably be ur stand, as is the case here.

-The [Quote] should preferably be a reason for the writer’s stand, and can be a point and/or eg.

-Recycle same eg on Live Earth for effective rebuttal. 

-Note how ur input comes in the form of 

1) extra info on writer’s eg (Live Earth)

2) ur own eg not in passage (PCK)

3) ur reason (line 39)

-Where applicable, throw in quotes (pt./eg) on related issue in same para. (line 39)

-Shifting sentence needed if previous para is a solely disagree para.
-If u adopt ‘one quote swing 2 sides’ in previous para, the balance on agree is already taken care of, so this second para can be a disagree one to make ur stand even more convincing. Otherwise, this para should be Agree to take care of the balance, as is the case here.



