THE DARK SHADOW APPROACH TO PAPER 2
RECOGNIZING QUESTION TYPES

Your questions in Paper 2 are usually set with particular ‘types’ in mind. Each ‘type’ usually comes with a requisite set of expectations where the answers are concerned. As such, it is unwise to use your ‘gut instincts’ to generate answers for the Paper 2 short questions. Instead, try to see whether the questions fall into any specific ‘types’, and then generate the answers according to the usual requirements associated with that particular ‘type’. After that, use your ‘gut instincts’ to tweak and fine-tune your answers to perfection. Such a ‘twin approach’ will increase your chances of attaining the full marks allocated to each question.

(Disclaimer: As with most language skills, those recommended below are meant only as a guide and at no time do they claim to guarantee full marks when you apply them)
------------------------------------------------------

A) Quote a Word/Phrase
Skill: Distinguish between a word and a phrase; use quotation marks.

1) Cambridge ‘O’ level 2007
From the time people first connected the movements of the heavens with the changing of day into night, there has been a fascination with the night sky. In early times, sky-watchers saw the heavens in religious terms and were awed by them. The sky was the home of the gods as they controlled day and night, storms and the great eclipses of the Sun and Moon. Astronomer-priests studied the skies and kept records of the stars and planets that could be seen there. In those early days, there was no clear distinction between astrology – a belief in the influence of the stars on our everyday lives – and astronomy – the scientific study of them.

Qn. The author implies that the attitude of early people to the skies was mixed with fear. Write down the one word in the paragraph that tells us this. [1] 
------------------------------

Ans. The word is ‘awed’.
Cambridge Examiner’s Report 2007:
Most candidates recognized ‘awed’ as the correct word here ……those who did choose the appropriate word occasionally lost the mark by omitting the final ‘d’.
Dark Shadow add-on:

If you give a phrase instead of a word, no credit is given even if the answer is within the phrase itself.

------------------------------
2) NYJC CT3 2009
The Left no longer automatically suspects those who try to attain it. They have even debunked the cherished myth, peddled by Christians, Socialists and Christian Socialists above all, that poverty is morally superior to wealth. Blessed were the poor, for their pitiful conditions ensured their goodness and worth, not to mention a passport to heaven. Such condescending claptrap kept millions trapped in grinding poverty: Jesus meant well, but they'd like to stop starving and freezing right there and then, thank you. They saw their economic difficulties as more oppressive and corrosive than any fat-cat boss. They recognised that hunger and being unable to clothe your freezing children, far from promoting goodness, gnaw the body and soul with temptations to break the law, bully someone more vulnerable and prejudice the course of justice. 
Qn. “They have even debunked the cherished myth … that poverty is morally superior to wealth” (line 9-11). Identify the phrase which shows that the writer is critical of this myth. [1]
--------------------------------------------------------------

Ans. The phrase is ‘condescending claptrap’.
Setter’s Comments:

Answers that gave the entire sentence were not awarded marks – note that the question asks for a phrase (i.e. must be more than one word).

---------------------------------------------------------------
B) Attitude/Tone

Skill: Not exactly the same as questions asking for what the writer thinks/feels. The answer required is usually a single-word adjective/noun such as: approval, agreement, disapproval, disagreement, disdainful, skeptical, cynical, ironic, distrustful, critical, doubt, mocking, ambivalence (avoid ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ as they are too general and vague). Note that while most words are interchangeable with regard to tone and attitude, ‘sarcastic’ can only be used for tone but not attitude.   

1) NYJC CT3 2009

Perhaps one of the reasons why people in Ethiopia appear to be happier than we are is that they have less to lose by letting other people into their lives. The more wealth we possess, the more isolated we become. We must defend it, and ourselves, against the intrusions of other people. An increase in wealth is always either preceded or followed by an increase in property rights. Over the past twenty years, for example, wealthy people have laid claim to public archives, town squares and village greens, playing fields, beaches, even clouds and landing spaces on the moon. Having enhanced their wealth, they retreat to gated communities, hire guards and install CCTV and movement sensors. 

Qn. From the examples of ‘public archives, town squares and village greens, playing fields, beaches’ (lines 24-25), what can you infer about the writer’s attitude towards the rich and why does he hold this view? [2]
----------------------------------------------------

Setter’s Ans:

	Lifted
	Paraphrased

	‘public archives, town squares and village greens, playing fields, beaches’ (lines 24-25)
	· the writer is critical/disapproving of/ against/ has a negative attitude towards the rich [1]

· who acquire / take over / buy / purchase what used to be accessible to everyone/ common spaces. [1]


Setter’s Comments:

· attitude cannot be sarcastic, (unlike tone)
· attitude is also not what writer thought of the rich, i.e. answer cannot be that the writer thought the rich were greedy.

· Students must learn to generalize from the examples given (into ‘what used to be accessible to everyone/ common spaces’) rather than painstakingly re-phrasing each example.

--------------------------------------------------------
2) JJC Prelim 2009

When you have as many conversations as I do with young people, you come away both exhilarated and depressed. There is a great deal of simple good heartedness, instinctive fair-mindedness, and spontaneous generosity of spirit in our young people. Most of the young people I encounter strike me as being basically decent. This is a generation of kids that, with relatively little guidance and religious training, is doing some very concrete and effective things for other people. 

Qn. What does the phrase ‘exhilarated and depressed’ (line 2) suggest about the writer’s attitude towards young people? [1]

--------------------------------------------

Setter’s Ans:

	Text
	Inference / Paraphrase

	When you have as many conversations as I do with young people, you come away both exhilarated and depressed 


	The two words are of opposite meaning (Bonus ½m) which shows that the author is having mixed feelings/ feeling ambivalent (1m) about young people today.

NOTE:

· 1 mark to be awarded so long as conflicting attitude is shown. i.e. students can phrase their answer as two separate attitudes. 

· No marks if candidate only paraphrases the two words ‘exhilarated’ and ‘depressed’ or says the writer has a confused attitude.      

· No marks awarded for only writing “‘confused attitude”
.


---------------------------------------------
3) TJC Mir Yr 2009

Looking back at the Moscow boycott, it was a cynical use of power by governments as well as the media of Western democracies, who jumped on the issue with all the self-restraint of a sailor on shore leave. It was a classic case of a triumph of form over substance. The political objective of a boycott – a concerted action directed against a target – is to inflict some damage on the intended target of the boycott. Olympic boycotts have precisely the opposite effect. The bottom line is that the politicians who call for them do nothing more than eviscerate their own citizens, to no useful purpose. Such boycotts are political failures, and the governments who order them inept. 

Qn. The writer describes the media of Western democracies as behaving ‘with all the self-restraint of a sailor on shore leave’ (line 27). What does the analogy suggest about the writer’s attitude towards the media of Western democracies? [1]

------------------------------------------------------

Setter’s Ans:

The writer disapproves/ does not have a high regard for/ is disdainful/ critical of [1] the way the media went overboard sensationalizing the boycott of the Games.

Setter’s Comments:

· The writer’s attitude is negative/the writer has a negative attitude = 0 mark (meaning is changed)

· Disgusted/ looks down on/ scornful/ disrespectful/ unsupportive/ dislike/ skeptical/ sarcastic/ cynical/ is against = 0 mark (tone)
· Does not have a good impression/ does not think well of = 0 mark (not attitude)

· Sees/ believes/ perceives/ thinks the media as selfish/ inconsiderate/ reckless/ exploitative etc = 0 mark (not attitude)

· Do not throw a list of attitudes for the marker to choose. In future, you may get 0 mark even if one of your answers hit the mark but the others are wrong.

----------------------------------------------------------

C) Figurative Language
Skill: This question type can also appear in the form of similes, metaphors, imagery, analogy, comparison. The answer required usually comes in two parts: the literal and the contextual. The main mark goes to the ‘common property’ that makes this comparison possible. Unless the paragraph concerned does not give you this common property, you should not go ahead to infer the common property yourself. Sometimes, more than one common property is possible, in which case you have to choose the most appropriate one that suits the context. A comparison sentence structure (such as the one involving the word ‘similarly’) has to be used, without which no marks may be given even if the two parts are there. 
Note though that not all figurative language questions should be treated this way. A case in point is: What do the two metaphors in the last sentence of paragraph 1 have in common? (HCI Prelim 2009) 
1) TJC Prelim 2009
When behavioural genetics was in its heyday a decade or two ago, one of its grails was a gene on the X chromosome which makes an enzyme called MAOA, which breaks down brain chemicals such as serotonin and noradrenaline. The normal version of the gene produces lots of MAOA; the aberrant form produces low enzymes levels linked to aggression.   Yes, men with low-activity gene were more likely to engage in persistent fighting, bullying, cruelty and violent crime than were the men with the high activity version but that was only so if they had been neglected or abused as children. The gene was not strictly deterministic in causing someone to become violent, but merely ‘permissive’. It cultivates aggression only if society provides fertile ground for this weed to grow. 
Qn. Suggest why the writer compares the ‘gene’ mentioned in line 29 to a ‘weed’ (line 31). [1]
---------------------------

Setter’s Ans:

	Lifted
	Suggested reason

	causing someone to become violent, not strictly deterministic, permissive, cultivates aggression only if society provides fertile ground for this weed to grow. 
	Just as the weed is a harmful plant, the gene mentioned in line 29 plays a potentially destructive role in causing violence. [1]

OR

Just as the weed is hard to exterminate, the harmful effect of this gene is hard to stamp out. [1]

- Just as the weed is undesirable and unwanted, the gene is also unwanted. [1/2]

Note: Answers must contain linkers like ‘just as’, ‘similarly’, ‘similarly to’ to be awarded ANY marks.




Setter’s Comments:
Common errors include mirroring the weed to a gene that needs suitable conditions to develop. While this answer may seem logical from the passage, careful reading would reveal that the word weed is deliberately placed in the sentence to achieve an ‘unwanted and harmful’ effect, and not merely to show the need for fertile ground to grow. 

Dark Shadow add-ons:

This is a case where more than one ‘common property’ may be possible for the comparison. You need to choose the one that best fits the context. Must take into account the negative connotation of weed here and thereby choose a negative common property. Hence, need to reject the common property given in the paragraph and infer a negative one based on the context given.  If in doubt, do both.
---------------------------------------------------
2)  TJC Mid Yr 2009

Looking back at the Moscow boycott, it was a cynical use of power by governments as well as the media of Western democracies, who jumped on the issue with all the self-restraint of a sailor on shore leave. It was a classic case of a triumph of form over substance. The political objective of a boycott – a concerted action directed against a target – is to inflict some damage on the intended target of the boycott. Olympic boycotts have precisely the opposite effect. The bottom line is that the politicians who call for them do nothing more than eviscerate their own citizens, to no useful purpose. Such boycotts are political failures, and the governments who order them inept. 
Qn. The writer describes the media of Western democracies as behaving ‘with all the self-restraint of a sailor on shore leave’ (line 27). Explain the analogy used by the writer. [2]

-------------------------------------
Setter’s Ans:

One would expect sailors to go to shore with wild abandon/abandonment. [1] In the same way, the media of Western democracies behaved recklessly/rashly/went overboard in their response to the Moscow boycott. [1]
Setter’s Comments:

· 0 mark if only 1 part is explained/ no parallel between the analogy & media of Western democracies is shown.

· 1 mark only if both parts are explained but there are no signpost markers (just like/ similarly/ in the same way) used to make the connection between analogy & the media of Western democracies.

· Please note that it is imperative for analogy questions to be answered in 2 parts: 1) to literally explain the analogy and 2) explain how the analogy is used in the context.

· Note the need for structure and signpost markers.

Dark Shadow add-ons:

Sailors behave recklessly when on shore leave. Similarly, the media of Western democracies behave recklessly when reporting on the Moscow boycott.

--------------------------------------------

D) Explain Quotation
Skill: Try to first get the meaning of the quotation from the passage, failing which you can just identify the ‘big’ words in the quotation and then replace them (remember to steer clear of the root word). You may have to do both sometimes. Explain what the writer meant when he says “XXX”, is NOT to be confused with Explain why the writer says “XXX (an example of the latter: Explain, in your own words as far as possible, why the author believes ‘There is no such thing as a totally free society’. Cambridge 2006) 

1) HCI Prelim 2008
Fascination with fame is nothing new. Long ago, the Roman historian Cornelius Tacitus observed that ‘the desire for fame is the last affliction cast off even by the wise.’ But celebrity worship as we know it first emerged in the 1880s when the notion of 'cultural hero' began to shift from a noble, duty-driven upholder of standards and virtues (scholars, inventors, great political leaders, 'captains of industry') to a person celebrated primarily for being prominent in the popular consciousness. According to Smithsonian Institute historian Amy Henderson, this was spurred by new mass communication technologies of the 1920s and 1930s as well as by 'a staggering machine of desire' created by the ballooning entertainment industry. All this formed part of a wider consciousness shift from character to personality, substance to image, and community to narcissism. But celebrity mania is at new heights at the beginning of this new millennium and its dire consequences are becoming increasingly apparent. We are suffering from an insidious addiction that we have only just begun to properly diagnose.

Qn. Explain what Cornelius Tacitus meant when he said that “the desire for fame is the last affliction cast off even by the wise” (line 6). Use your own words as far as possible. [1]

---------------------------
Setter’s Ans. 
The yearning/ craving for celebrity/ popularity/ notability/ distinction/ pre-eminence/ prominence/ repute/ illustriousness is a foible/ failing/ flaw/ affliction/ malady that is abandoned reluctantly even by sagacious/ learned/ judicious/ enlightened/ knowledgeable people. (i.e. it is a common human weakness shared even by those who should know better).
---------------------------------------
2) HCI Prelim 2008

We are fighting a losing battle. Our fundamental values are being systematically slain by the forces of fame and fortune that celebrities command. Thanks to the cult of celebrity, we live in a world where style triumphs over substance. Who cares if a celebrity is inexpressibly shallow as long as he is incredibly glamorous? Who cares if their idol is stupendously vain as long as she is stunningly gorgeous? Just as style has triumphed over substance, money has also trodden morality into the dust. Not only have we become obscenely materialistic individuals whose lives are devoted to self-indulgence and instant gratification, we will also resort to any form of deception or dishonesty to sustain our hedonistic existences. The most tragic casualty in the war to save mankind’s collective soul has been the new generation, utterly vanquished by the decadent celebrity lifestyle which they all crave to emulate. With the media’s glamorization of drugs, the glorification of violence and the proclamation that promiscuity is ‘normal’, is it any wonder that the youth of today have become empty-headed, self-obsessed, emaciated clones of MTV?

Qn. “… we live in a world where style triumphs over substance.’ (line 51-52). What does the writer mean by this? Use your own words as far as possible. [1]

----------------------------------
Setter’s Ans:

	LIFTS (From Passage)
	EXPLANATION

	“…we live in a world where style triumphs over substance.” [L51-52]
	outward appearance (style), is far more important than our actual worth/character (substance).

Or

We live in a society which values superficiality more than character/moral worth.


Dark Shadow add-ons:

Note that the writer did go on to explain in the paragraph what he meant by ‘style’ and ‘substance’ (see the two consecutive questions that follow the quotation in the paragraph), so you have to ensure that the answer you come up with fits the way in which the writer used those two words. In short, you cannot infer freely. Thus, include ‘intellectual capacity’ other than ‘character/moral worth’ to address ‘shallow’.
--------------------------------------

3) JJC Prelim 2009

But conceptually and culturally, today's young people live in a moral haze. Ask one of them if there even is such a thing as right and wrong and suddenly you are confronted with a confused, tongue-tied, nervous, and insecure individual. The same person who volunteers for a suicide prevention hotline or a domestic violence shelter might tell you, "Well, there really is no such thing as right or wrong. It's kind of like what works best for the individual. Each person has to work it out for himself." Ladies and gentlemen: that kind of answer, which is so common as to be typical, is no better than the moral philosophy of a sociopath. In effect, we are raising a generation of young people who are not being given the arguments to support the ideals by which most of them instinctively live. They are morally inarticulate. For it is today fashionable to cast doubt on what is objectively obvious and to denigrate the truths of morality by which decent people live and love. By the same token it has become unfashionable to defend those truths. 

Qn. Explain in your own words as far as possible what the writer means when he says young people today are ‘morally inarticulate’ (line 15).[2]

---------------------------------------
Setter’s Ans:

	Text
	Inference / Paraphrase

	We are raising a generation of young people who are not being given the arguments to support the ideals…

… by which most of them instinctively live.
	These youths are unable to provide reasons for/justify/articulate/speak up to defend/rationalise (1m) their ethical decision. 

To them, the decision seems to be made without them even questioning/ trying to justify it (1m)

OR

They know/ have the ability to differentiate what is right or wrong.

NOTE: 

· The idea of awareness of what is right or wrong has to be shown before the mark is awarded.




Dark Shadow add-ons:
Realize that the paragraph actually provides the meaning of the quotation, so you should get it from there first, before you consider using the approach of simply replacing both big words in the quotation. Even if you were to do this latter, notice that the answer will still overlap, but you won’t get the point on the ‘instinctive’ part. So it is always safer to get from passage first, or do both! Note that the word ‘morally’, being central to the meaning of the quote, needs to be replaced too; not even the root word is allowed. Also, ‘defend’ in the first point should be rejected as it is a lift.
---------------------------------------
4) Cambridge ‘A’ level 2008

Technology is rapidly knitting the earth’s inhabitants together more intricately, but they remain far from united politically. We are still strangers to each other in our local ways of life established before the annihilation of distance. We must grow into something like a single family or we will annihilate ourselves, and it is only by understanding our various ‘family’ histories that we can learn to live together in tolerance and mutual respect.
Qn. What do you understand by ‘the annihilation of distance’ in line 44? [1]

----------------------------------

Modified from Cambridge Ans:

	Lifted
	Paraphrased

	distance

annihilation


	-physical separation 

-has been made less crucial than it once was 

-due to technological advancements in communications and travel.




Cambridge Examiners’ Report 2009:

Technology – mentioned at the beginning of the previous sentence but overlooked by some – has rendered physical separation less crucial than it once was, thanks to developments in communications and travel. Candidates who merely paraphrased each word – so that ‘the annihilation of distance’ became ‘the destruction of geographical barriers’ – did not convey the sense of the metaphor.
Dark Shadow add-ons:

Mere adoption of the technique of replacing keywords within the quotation won’t earn you the full marks here as the additional context of ‘due to technological advancements’ need to be inferred from beyond the passage. This is where your ‘gut instincts’ need to come in after you have applied the formula to tweak your answer to completion and perfection. And IMHO, ‘made less crucial’ does not reflect the intensity/degree of ‘annihilation’. Suggested replacement: tremendously overcome; made redundant, irrelevant, insignificant.
------------------------------
5) Cambridge ‘A’ level 2006
“Liberty! Equality! Fraternity!” The great rallying call of the French Revolution has rung down the centuries and been echoed in any number of other national declarations and constitutions up to the international Charter of the United Nations. Leaving aside the last two aspirations for the moment, I want you to think about the first – freedom! We all desire freedom to do what we want, to achieve what we are capable of. To think, say and believe whatever we wish. But if my freedom interferes with or prevents yours, then either mine or yours has to go. Obviously, freedom of the powerful to kill or exploit the weak results in no freedoms for their victims; my desire to smoke tobacco pollutes the air you wish to keep pure; your belief that all things belong equally to everyone will not allow me to amass wealth for my heirs. There is no such thing as a totally free society.
Qn. What does the phrase ‘rung down the centuries’ (lines 1-2) tell you about the effect of the call? [1]
-----------------------------

Cambridge Ans:

	Lifted
	Paraphrased

	rung down

the centuries
	-It was stirring/ powerful/ resonating/ influential/ had an impact [1/2]

-and was enduring/ lasting/ continuing [1/2]




Cambridge Examiners’ Report 2006:

The phrase ‘rung down the centuries’ contains two elements, both of which were needed for a complete answer. ‘Rung down’ required some explanation of the kind of effect – stirring / powerful/ resonating/ influential/ had an impact etc. – while “down the centuries” added a time element – enduring / lasting / continuing etc. A number of candidates wrote that it was unsuccessful. This is undoubtedly true of the effect of the call for many parts of the world, but unfortunately it was not what the phrase tells us.
-------------------------------------
6) Cambridge ‘A’ level 2004
The mind is liquid, fickle. Who is not familiar with its fast swinging tides, the way it re-arranges our memories of, and judgements on, our past experience? Can it really be trusted with choices? Who can deny that there must have been a certain serenity in a society that worshipped its ancestors and imposed what it imagined was best on its children? Alas, we can no longer choose such a no-choice option! We must choose our happiness every day: where we live, whom we marry, where and how we educate our children. We are in a world where nothing can disguise the fact that our destiny is simply this chameleon stranger – ourself!
Qn. Explain what the author means by ‘our destiny is simply this chameleon stranger – ourself!’ (line 48) (A chameleon is a lizard which changes its colour according to its surroundings).[1]
------------------------------

Modified from Cambridge Ans:

	Lifted
	Paraphrased

	our destiny is simply …..ourself

this chameleon stranger

(NB: the chameleon is an analogy/ metaphor here, so it is the comparison meaning that must find its way into your answer when you paraphrase, not ‘colour-changing lizard’!)


	-Our fate is in our own hands

-and we are fickle and unpredictable.

(This ‘common property’ of being ‘fickle’, shared by us and the chameleon, need not be inferred as it is already in the first line of the paragraph extract. Note also that ‘fickle’ is lifted, and will NOT be credited with any marks if this qn is  use-own-word) 


Dark Shadow add-ons: 
See italicized portion above. Note that there is provision for this qn to be transformed into a figurative type where you are asked to explain the effectiveness of the metaphor of the chameleon. 
‘stranger’ is a keyword in the quotation, but doesn’t seem to be addressed in the answer key above.
‘fickle’ means ‘often changing’, not to be confused with its effect of being indecisive or cannot make up mind.

Cambridge Examiners’ Report 2004:
Our fate is in our own hands – and we are fickle and unpredictable. Perhaps because this was almost the last question, or because the speculative questioning of the last paragraph was too sophisticated for many of the candidates, only the best ones gave a wholly satisfactory answer. Many made no attempt to explain ‘destiny’ – it is fundamental exam technique not to repeat the words of the question in an explanatory answer – while others failed to see the connection between the ‘fickle’ minds of human beings and the chameleon’s ability to change its colour in a moment; they merely paraphrased the explanation of a chameleon’s behaviour given in the question without referring back to the text.
----------------------------
E) Paradox/Irony/Contradiction/Contrast/Hypocrisy/Sarcasm

Skill: Structure your answer in two parts which are opposing, and then link them up using an appropriate opposite trigger like: but, however, although, despite, nevertheless, yet. Remember to cast your answer in your own words! Sometimes, the two opposing parts are already in the paragraph, in which case you only need to paraphrase them into the structure aforementioned. Otherwise, you will need to infer the two parts based on your understanding of the context. 
1) TJC Prelim 2009
The lesson, then, is that while these riots originate in areas largely populated by immigrants of Islamic heritage, they have little to do with the wrath of a Muslim community.  Most of the rioters come from the second generation of immigrants. They have French citizenship, and they see themselves more as a part of modern Western urban sub-culture than of any Arab-African heritage. Nobody should be surprised that efforts by the government to find ‘community leaders’ have little success. There are no leaders in these areas for a very simple reason; there is no community in the neighborhoods. Traditional parental control has disappeared and many Muslim families are headed by a single parent.  Elders, imams (religious leaders) and social workers have lost control. Ironically, the youths themselves are often the providers of local social rules, based on aggressive manhood, control of the streets and defence of a territory.

Qn. ‘the youths themselves are often the providers of local social rules’ (line 27-28). Explain why this is ironic. [2]
------------------------------
Setter’s Ans:

	Lifted
	Paraphrased

	Youths were providers of local social rules (lines 27-28)


	This is ironic because: 

Conventionally/Traditionally/Normally

one would expect older individuals forming the core group that regulates the moral / proper code of conduct for the community.

AND
Instead/Yet (contrary to expectation), in many societies today, we find that it is the young people who are the source of social norms/ conventions/ regulations/ practices in societies.

OR

It is ironic that the youth who are unruly/ disorderly/ aggressive are the ones who make the social rules. [1]




Dark Shadow add-ons:
Note that this is a case where you have to infer from the context. Note also that the second answer accepted partially by the setter is not cast in the structure recommended – not advisable. Also, ‘aggressive’ is a lift and should be rejected.
-----------------------
2) TJC Mid Yr 2009

The paradox of the modern Olympic movement is that it is currently robust, yet fragile. The Olympic family has taken largely positive steps toward internationalizing sport and making it as accessible to as many people and countries as possible. Yet despite the astonishing strength the movement has shown under external pressures, it is vulnerable to forces from both within and without.
Qn. Explain the paradox of the modern Olympic movement (line 9). Use your own words as far as possible. [2]

------------------

Setter’s Ans:
	Lifted
	Paraphrased

	Robust yet fragile (l.10)
	The contradiction is that the Olympic movement is both powerful and weak at the same time. (1m)

	Accessible to as many people and countries as possible (l. 11) . . . astonishing strength . . . under external pressure (l. 13)

Vulnerable to forces from both within and without (l. 13-14)


	It is powerful/ a force to be reckoned with because many nations are involved/ participate in the Olympics/ it engages large communities & nations
At the same time, it is weak because it is subjected to both internal conflicts and open to attacks from/ by other groups/ sectors of people. (1m)


Setter’s Comments:

· 0 mark if no contrast is given in the explanation with adequate signpost markers such as “yet”, “at the same time”, “on the other hand”, “instead”, “on the contrary”, “conversely”.
· Do not just start paraphrasing the sentences. Identify the contradiction clearly in your answer.

· Structure is important. Take note of the need for signpost markers.

Dark Shadow add-ons:

This is a case where no inference is needed as the answer is there in the paragraph waiting for you. Note that merely paraphrasing ‘robust’ and ‘fragile’ is not enough. Common sense will tell you that a 2-mark question is not so easily satisfied. This is where your ‘gut instincts’ have to come in after applying the formula to cue you to include the reasons for the Games being ‘robust’ and ‘fragile’. Also, it is better to include the word ‘outside’ as a paraphrase for ‘without’.

-------------------------------------------------------
F) Effect of Word/Phrase Insertion
Skill: Such qns are usually inferential, i.e. answer cannot be found in the paragraph for you to simply paraphrase. No hard and fast rule regarding this type. One possibility towards grasping the effect of the word/phrase is to take it out and then see what is lost.
1) Cambridge ‘A’ level 2008
‘Interpreting’ the past is, in fact, the essential business of the historian, who is responding to one of the most fundamental of human instincts: the desire to discover – or indeed impose – some kind of order on the seemingly haphazard ebb and flow of happening. Is there a discernible movement towards an ever-improving condition of the human race, which may be divinely planned or simply the inevitable outcome of a material process of evolution? Has the course of world events been primarily influenced by the acts of gifted individuals, be they ruthless conquerors or saintly visionaries, whose words and deeds have changed the world map and inspired the beliefs and daily lives of succeeding generations? Is our history determined for us by climatic, topographical and economic forces which dictate what we do and what we are? Or is history an endless cycle of recurring – and therefore predictable – events according to the dominance of negative, feminine, dark Yin or its Yang opposite?
Qn. What do the words ‘or indeed impose’ (line 18) tell you about human nature? [2]

-------------------------

Cambridge Ans & Examiners’ Report 2008
The passage suggests humans have a natural propensity for categorizing, for seeing patterns in historical events, to such an extent that they will even force – ‘impose’ – such a pattern on the past even if one does not seem apparent. One candidate glossed it thus: ‘humans crave structure and attempt to force a structure onto life’s random situations’. A significant minority of candidates overlooked the context of the passage and wrote instead about desire to dominate other people.

------------------------ 

2) Cambridge ‘A’ level 2005
Human beings – comparatively late entrants to the competition of life – are similarly equipped with the means to survive. Like every other living creature, they are born with the impulse to seize what they need and avoid what will harm. Significantly, the first product of their unique brains and hands was the flint arrow-head. Human beings armed with flint arrow-heads were the masters of animals and unarmed humans; eventually they attained the dominance which was necessary to establish order and direction among groups of competing individuals.

Qn. Why does the author include the word ‘significantly’ in line 13? [1]

------------------------

Ans: He wants to underscore the point that the flint arrow-head, being man’s first invention, proves that his theory that man is inherently aggressive is true.
------------------------

3) NYJC CT3 2009
Perhaps one of the reasons why people in Ethiopia appear to be happier than we are is that they have less to lose by letting other people into their lives. The more wealth we possess, the more isolated we become. We must defend it, and ourselves, against the intrusions of other people. An increase in wealth is always either preceded or followed by an increase in property rights. Over the past twenty years, for example, wealthy people have laid claim to public archives, town squares and village greens, playing fields, beaches, even clouds and landing spaces on the moon. Having enhanced their wealth, they retreat to gated communities, hire guards and install CCTV and movement sensors. 

Qn. Why does the writer use the word ‘even’ before the last two examples of “clouds and landing spaces on the moon” (line 25)? [2]

------------------------------

Setter’s Ans:
	FROM THE PASSAGE
	RE-PHRASE

	· even clouds and landing spaces on the moon (l.25–26)


	He uses “even”

· to emphasize/highlight/ bring attention to [½]

· the point that the rich are ridiculous/ absurd/ over-reaching themselves [1] 

(** Note: silly/ funny/ weird – ½)

· in staking their claims on/ trying to own an unattainable/ nebulous/ abstract piece/ part of nature/ something impossible [½]




Setter’s Comments:
· Students lost marks for not pointing out the effect of emphasis that ‘even’ has.

· Many were able to point out the ridiculous or absurd characteristics of the rich.

· Note that the last two examples are not to be taken literally.

· Do not add your own inferences outside the passage, eg ‘The rich can now go on adventures to the moon’

· Note that it is just ‘emphasize’, not ‘emphasize on’ or ‘emphasis’ (which is a noun)
--------------------------------------------
4) Cambridge ‘A’ level 2004

Alongside the increased prosperity which is gradually, but all too slowly, spreading across the world, has been a movement (arguably not unconnected with this increase) away from centralized, totalitarian forms of government towards democracies.

Qn. ‘arguably not unconnected with this increase’ (lines 23-24). What does ‘arguably’ say about her suggestion? [2]
-----------------------
Cambridge Ans & Examiners’ Report 2004
Most were able to explain that ‘arguably’ tells us that her suggestion can be challenged or, more positively, that it is a likely one.

Dark Shadow Add-ons:

In the above answer, the positive version (‘that it is a likely one’) is preferable, given that the writer’s stand in the passage is Choice is GOOD, hence the positive context.

--------------------------

5) IJC Prelim 2008

These issues come with deep ethical considerations and are commensurate with immense biological and medical implications. With the fast accelerating pace and scope of such efforts to cure diseases and extend longevity – and, it has to be said, to increase profits – the particular ethical paradox of eugenics rears its head. How do we handle, for instance, the increasingly sharply focussed moral dilemma of whether to abort foetuses that we know will become disabled children or that may not possess the desired qualities – such as the “right” sex or intelligence potential? How do we deal with the fact that experiments on human embryos are required for science and medicine to advance in the field of eugenics? Or that cloned embryos will be required for the human spare-parts industry? In the name of science, we have reinvented human sacrifice. The sirens of science are usurping the role of priests, dulling our moral sensibilities with the bewitching illusion of immortality.

Qn. What does the writer imply about the world when he includes the phrase ‘it has to be said’ (line 12)? [1]

------------------------

Setter’s Ans:

	Lifted
	Paraphrased

	Inferred.

With the fast-accelerating pace and scope of such efforts to cure diseases and extend longevity – and, it has to be said, to increase profits…
	He is implying that the world is more concerned with / driven by/focused on/ places emphasis on making money. [1m]

OR

The writer wishes to dispel any assumption that the rapid medical advancement is funded/fuelled by noble ideals.



Dark Shadow add-ons: Compare with e.g. in question type on insertion of parenthesis.

-------------------------
G) Repetition

Skill: Answers to this type are inferential and typically consist of 3 parts of the form: to stress/emphasize the quality/thing (e.g. importance/urgency/view) of [details of this quality/thing].
1) JJC Prelim 2009

We need to bring the great books and the great ideas back into the centre of the curriculum. We need to transmit the best of our political and cultural heritage. We need to hold back on the cynical attacks on our traditions and institutions. We need to teach our young people to understand, to respect and to protect the institutions that protect us and preserve our humane, free and democratic society. This we can do. This we must do. And when we engage in the great relearning that is so badly needed today, the lives of our children will be safer, saner, more dignified, more humane, for we shall then be truly ‘educating to live and lead in a civil society.’
Qn. Explain in your own words as far as possible the writer’s intention for beginning four sentences with ‘We need …’ in paragraph 5. [2]

-------------------------

Setter’s Ans:

	Text
	Inference / Paraphrase

	We need to bring the great books and the great ideas back into the centre of the curriculum. 

We need to transmit the best of our political and cultural heritage. 

We need to hold back on the cynical attacks on our traditions and institutions. 

We need to teach our young people to understand, to respect and to protect the institutions that protect us and preserve our humane, free and democratic society.
	Technique: He is emphasising/ highlighting/ stressing/ grabbing our attention (1m) 

Intention: the urgency/ need for action in 

making changes to moral education in schools (1m).

OR 

the importance of teaching teenagers the right 

moral values (1m).

NOTE: 

· If ‘context’ is identified wrongly, no marks to be awarded at all (even if the technique is correct).

If ‘context’ is implied, 1 mark can be awarded for correct technique identified.


----------------------------------------

2) NJC Prelim 2009
I am an optimist, though you might not detect it! I want to stress that fundamentally we have choices, and we actually have some terrific choices.  So let us not be blind to our differences, but let us also direct attention to our common interests, and the means by which those differences can be resolved. And if we cannot end now our differences, at least we can help make the world safe for diversity, for in the final analysis our most basic common link is that we all inhabit this small planet, we all breathe the same air, we all cherish our children's future, and we are all mortal.
Qn. Why does the author keep repeating ‘all’ in the last sentence (lines 97-100)? [1]

-----------------

Setter’s Ans:
	Lifted
	Suggested Answer

	use of repetition
	a) To stress/ emphasise his belief/desire that



	all


	b) everyone works together because we have a common/ shared/ same goal/ needs/ problems to solve.

*answers need to recognize the need for ‘all’ inclusiveness in word choices.




------------------

H) Insertion of Parenthesis/Brackets
Skill: Inferential.
1) NJC Prelim 2009

I want to call the third of our common challenges the challenge of the weakest links. In an interconnected world, all parts of the world are affected by what happens in all other parts of the world, and sometimes surprisingly so.  In an interconnected world we have great need and basic responsibility, for our own survival, to attend to the weakest links. By that I mean those places in the world that suffer, those places in the world where people die because they are too poor to stay alive, those parts of the world which face horrific challenges to even get onto the ladder of development. The rich world seems to believe, despite all the fine speeches (and there have been many), that this doesn't really matter, because the actions of the rich countries do not begin to address this problem. We are leaving ten million people to die every year because they are too poor to stay alive. Fine speeches will not solve that problem.

Qn. What is the effect created by the author’s use of parentheses/brackets in line 54? [1]

--------------------------
Setter’s Ans:
· It indicates an aside/ personal comment.
· It strongly suggests the writer is being sarcastic/ sardonic/ critical/ ironic.
· It undermines the comment that precedes it/ The reader feels that ‘all the fine speeches’ are empty/meaningless.

· There has been a lot of talk/rhetoric/discussion but it has little effect on the alleviation of the problems of the poor.

· He wants to point out the futility of these ‘fine speeches’/ He emphasizes the lack of effectiveness of the dialogues.

· It is to create a tone of sarcasm and emphasize that many rich countries have failed to honour their promises made in the speeches.

Dark Shadow add-ons:
The effect is not unlike that of using quotation marks where the opposite meaning is triggered, i.e. the writer feels that the speeches are NOT that ‘fine’. Compare with question type on insertion of phrase ‘it has to be said’.

---------------------------

I) Quotation Marks

Skill: Obviously inferential! Generally speaking, the approach to take is to see that the writer meant the opposite meaning to be triggered. A tone of sarcasm may also be implied, depending on the context. To a lesser extent, the writer could also be using it for emphasis. Use the context to gauge for yourself.  
1) JJC Prelim 2009

We need a Great Relearning in moral conservationism. We must encourage and honour those teachers who accept the responsibility of providing a classical moral education for their students. The last few decades of the twentieth century has seen a steady erosion of knowledge and steady increase in moral scepticism. It is partly due to the diffidence of many teachers confused by all the talk about pluralism. Such teachers actually believe that it is not right to ‘indoctrinate’ our children in their own culture and moral tradition. But of course all cultures pass on their moral teachings to their young. Why should contemporary America be the exception? 

Qn. Explain why ‘indoctrinate’ (line 24) is in quotation marks. [1]

-------------------------
Setter’s ans:
	Text
	Inference / Paraphrase

	Such teachers actually believe that it is not right to ‘indoctrinate’ our children in their own culture and moral tradition


	The writer does not think/ is sceptical (½m) that teachers are actually brainwashing their students to accept certain values (½m).

OR

It is used in the wrong context (½m) as we usually only brainwash to make others believe in something unorthodox/ unacceptable (½m).
NOTE: 

· ½ mark to be awarded if the candidate only says the writer is sarcastic without explaining why so.

· No marks awarded for saying ‘not really indoctrinating’ without explanation.


---------------------------

J) Vocabulary Short Qns
Skill: This type of question resembles those in the vocab section where the definition of the word/phrase is required. Be careful to steer clear of the root word(s).  
1) IJC Prelim 2008

What a world! The phrase 21st century is already a yawn, perhaps because all the hype has dulled our senses. Yet at the same time, we feel bewildered and bamboozled by the sheer speed, volume and implications of societal and scientific change. In particular, the accelerating pace of scientific advances is creating moral dilemmas where potentially immense and far-reaching ethical decisions are required to be made against the blur of warp-speed change. We are forced to contemplate issues that previous generations neither conceived of nor could imagine.

Qn. What does ‘blur’ (line 6) tell you about change in the 21st century? [2]

----------------------------
Setter’s Ans:

	Lifted
	Paraphrased

	Inferred.

… decisions are required to be made against the blur of warp-speed change.
	Literal explanation of ‘blur’ – unclear/ lack of clarity/ vague [1m]

It shows that change is happening so fast [1/2m] that we are unable to understand / comprehend it. [1/2m] 
Allude to both speed and confusion. Allow ‘warp-speed’ to be lifted.


Dark Shadow add-ons:

The second point in the answer key is the context component (reason for the ‘blur-ness’) that comes after the literal definition of ‘blur’. It is required as this is a 2-mark question.

---------------------------
2) NJC Prelim 2009

The way of solving problems requires one fundamental change, a big one, and that is learning that the challenges of our generation are not us versus them, they are not us versus Islam, us versus the terrorists, us versus Iran; they are us, all of us together on this planet against a set of shared and increasingly urgent problems. By understanding those problems, understanding them at their depth, understanding what we share with every part of this world in the need to face these challenges, we can find peace. But we are living in a cloud of confusion, where we have been told that the greatest challenge on the planet is us versus them, a throwback to a tribalism that we must escape for our own survival.

Qn. What does the phrase ‘cloud of confusion’ (line 21) suggest about the way we perceive the challenges we are facing? Use your own words as far as possible. [1]

------------------------------------
Setter’s Ans:

	Lift
	Suggested Answer
	Incorrect Answers = 0

	cloud of confusion
	Suggests that we lack clarity/ our thinking is undefined/ our ideas are hazy/ we are unsure about/ cannot clearly identify/ do not really understand our problems/ we identify the wrong problems


	Challenges external and not internal/ overwhelmed/ unpredictable/ perception is wrong/ inappropriate and misguided/ misled


Dark Shadow add-ons:
Because the question already contains the phrase ‘the challenges we are facing’, the context is already is fleshed out regarding what we are confused about. Otherwise, in the absence of the context in the question, failure to include it in the answer will result only in partial credit given. E.g. What does the phrase ‘cloud of confusion’ (line 21) suggest? Ans: It suggests that we lack clarity (over the problems that plague us).
--------------------------------------

3) Cambridge ‘A’ level 2006
“Liberty! Equality! Fraternity!” The great rallying call of the French Revolution has rung down the centuries and been echoed in any number of other national declarations and constitutions up to the international Charter of the United Nations. Leaving aside the last two aspirations for the moment, I want you to think about the first – freedom! We all desire freedom to do what we want, to achieve what we are capable of. To think, say and believe whatever we wish. But if my freedom interferes with or prevents yours, then either mine or yours has to go. Obviously, freedom of the powerful to kill or exploit the weak results in no freedoms for their victims; my desire to smoke tobacco pollutes the air you wish to keep pure; your belief that all things belong equally to everyone will not allow me to amass wealth for my heirs. There is no such thing as a totally free society.

Qn. What does the word ‘rallying’ (line 1) tell you about the purpose of the call? [1]

--------------------------

Cambridge Ans:

The purpose of the call was to gather support/ to unite/ to inspire its hearers.

Cambridge Examiners’ Report 2006:
This was a straightforward opening question which most candidates answered sensibly: it tells the reader that the purpose of the revolutionary cry was to gather support… to unite… to inspire its hearers. The commonest error came from misreading the question as ‘What was the purpose of the French Revolution?’ which would have been a very ambitious opening question to ask. 

--------------------------------

K) Paraphrasing
Skill: Usually a no-brainer when it comes to locating the answers as the question is more interested in testing your competence in paraphrasing. Remember to steer away from root form of key words at all cost. Double-check paragraph after writing your answer to ensure that you have not accidentally lifted. Partial inference may be required at times, as is the case in the example below.  

1) JJC Prelim 2009
We need a Great Relearning in moral conservationism. We must encourage and honour those teachers who accept the responsibility of providing a classical moral education for their students. The last few decades of the twentieth century has seen a steady erosion of knowledge and steady increase in moral scepticism. It is partly due to the diffidence of many teachers confused by all the talk about pluralism. Such teachers actually believe that it is not right to ‘indoctrinate’ our children in their own culture and moral tradition. But of course all cultures pass on their moral teachings to their young. Why should contemporary America be the exception? 

Qn. According to the writer, explain what ‘the diffidence of many teachers confused by all the talk about pluralism’ (lines 22 – 23) has caused. Use your own words as far as possible. [2m]
-----------------------------------------

Setter’s Ans:
	Text
	Inference / Paraphrase

	The last few decades of the twentieth century has seen a steady erosion of knowledge and

steady increase in moral scepticism
	It has caused a gradual decline in the ability to discern right from wrong, (1m)

and more people are starting to question traditional notions of morality.  (1m)

NOTE: 

· No marks awarded for simply paraphrasing ‘steady erosion’ without context attached. 

· The idea of knowing how to discern right from wrong has to be captured before any mark can be awarded. 

· Context of knowledge=morals/ethics. No marks awarded for paraphrasing it only as ‘understanding’ 

· No mark if candidate says that teachers do not know what to teach.


Dark Shadow add-ons:

Not to be confused with ‘explain-quotation’ type of question, as the question here is not asking you to explain the meaning of the quote, but what the quote has caused.

-------------------------------------------
L) Inferential

Skill: Can sometimes be confused with paraphrasing type of question as the phrasing is similar. The only difference, of course, is that the answers cannot be found in the paragraph. To play safe, verify that this is so before you conclude that it is an inferential question, and then go on to infer based on your own general knowledge.
1) HCI Prelim 2009
Arguments against legally prescribing a specific set of children’s rights are manifold. Religious groups condemn the notion as heretical, employers complain that it would be economically injurious, parents perceive the proposal as downright intimidating, and even some human rights proponents cynically observe that it would be merely a cosmetic exercise. But none of these objections can be ethically sustained. If humanity is to progress, we have to acknowledge that to truly protect children is to protect their rights. We have to treat them as persons entitled to equal concern and respect, deserving to have both their present autonomy recognized and their capacity for future self-determination safeguarded.
Qn. In Paragraph 5, the writer gives four objections that different groups have made to the idea of giving children legal rights. Explain the possible reasoning behind any two of these objections using your own words as far as possible. [2]

-----------------------------

Setter’s Ans:

	Lift
	Paraphrase

	Religious groups condemn the notion as heretical
	Religious organizations might consider the idea blasphemous/wrong as it goes against received doctrines/ dogmas/ prescriptions where children are depicted as completely subject to parental authority/ told to never to defy/ disobey their parents (instead of challenging them) 

	employers complain that it will be economically injurious
	Employers fear the possibility of having to bear with higher costs of operations/ hiring only adults (and hence losing profit) if children are forbidden by law from working for lower wages

	parents perceive the proposal as downright intimidating
	Parents are concerned that their authority over their children will be diminished/ they could be ‘bullied’/ harassed/ harangued by their children who might hold the threat of legal prosecution over  them/ they will not be able to discipline their children and their authority will be challenged

	human rights proponents cynically observe that it would be merely a cosmetic exercise
	Advocates of human rights see the whole proposal to accord children’s rights as just a superficial/token gesture as they would be virtually impossible/ would be hard to properly enforce


(any two explanations to be awarded 1 mark each)
Dark Shadow add-ons:

It is curious that the answer key seems to require a paraphrase of the writer’s objections (in bold) since the phrasing of the question asks for only the reasoning behind these objections. If unsure during exams, do both!
-----------------------------
M) Vocabulary
Skill: My take is that you should not spend too much time here. 5 minutes is more than enough for this section. Most of the time, it’s either you know or you don’t; contextual clues are practically non-existent! Precision is the key here which makes it challenging even for competent students. E.g. ‘boost’ (already exists in first place) does NOT equal ‘trigger’ (no prior existence); thus ‘increase’ is a better match.  What you can do is to fine-tune and tweak whatever answer you have come up with according to the following 7 pointers:

a) contextual meaning
b) connotation

c) degree/intensity

d) multiple answers

e) steer clear of root word

f) metaphors

g) form

1) NYJC CT3 2009

Qn. gnaw –

They recognized that hunger and being unable to clothe your freezing children, far from promoting goodness, gnaw the body and soul with temptations to break the law……
---------------------------
Setter’s Ans

	Gnaw
	1m
	0m

	
	wear down, trouble, torment, erode, torture


	chew, bite, nibble, eat away


Dark Shadow add-ons: avoid metaphorical answers like ‘eat away’
----------------------------
2) Cambridge ‘A’ level 2005

Qn. parrot-cry  – 
Considerations such as these give the optimist grounds to challenge the pessimist’s parrot-cry: ‘You can’t change human nature.’

----------------------------
Cambridge Ans:

	parrot-cry
	1m
	0m

	
	Repeated without thought


	repeated


Dark Shadow add-ons: connotation and multiple ans
---------------------------

3) JJC Prelim 2009

Qn. assert –

The right value, they assert, depends on the situation and the individual — a value is good if it ‘works’ for a particular child at a particular time. 

---------------------------

Setter’s Ans:

	assert 


	1m
	1/2m
	0m

	
	Strongly- / forcefully - /

confidently – 

- state/ argue/ claim/ advocate/ declare 

(The extent of strong, forceful, confident has to be shown to get the full mark)

	state/ mention/ claim/ argue/ declare
	say/ emphasise/ 

insist


Dark Shadow add-ons: degree/intensity

----------------------------
4) JJC Prelim 2009

Qn. insidious –

In a world where anything goes, children are turned into amoral creatures who will do anything to satisfy their momentary desires. Yet these are the insidious moral anti-values that many public schools now promote with moral education classes.

----------------------------
Setter’s Ans:

	 insidious  


	1m
	1/2m
	0m

	
	Subtle but harmful/ 

not obvious but harmful/ 

indistinct but harmful/ harmful but appears to be harmless/ 

unnoticeable but harmful

	harmful/ surreptitious/ menacing/ sinister


	bad/evil/negative/ secret


Dark Shadow add-ons: multiple ans
---------------------------
5) TJC Prelim 2009

Qn. elusive –

If success by the usual definition proves elusive, there is another path.

--------------------------

Setter’s Ans:

	elusive


	1m
	0m

	
	hard/ difficult to: pin down/ achieve/ attain/ get/ reach/ find


	unachievable / unreachable / out of reach / not within grasp / unattainable / unrealistic / intangible / futile / evasive / seemingly




Dark Shadow add-ons: degree/intensity
--------------------------------------
6) Cambridge ‘A’ level 2008

Qn. crude –

Technologies such as aerial mapping, carbon dating, thermal imaging and deep-sea submersibles afford historians far greater opportunities to recover the distant past than the crude shovels and diving bells of their predecessors. Furthermore, the use of advanced technology to store, catalogue and disseminate archival evidence more efficiently is stimulating new interpretations of the history of our planet.  

--------------------------

Ans:

	crude


	1m
	0m

	
	not skillfully made/done/ finished 
OR 
primitive


	vulgar


Dark Shadow add-ons: contextual meaning
Note also that there is some contextual clue here in the paragraph that you can exploit. Another word similar to ’crude’ that just came to me is the word ‘rude’, which can mean ‘impolite’ or ‘simple and roughly made’. So the moral of the lesson is to always check the context first before committing yourself to an answer! 
---------------------------
