There is no such thing as privacy today. Comment.

In his novel “1984”, George Orwell envisaged a society of the future where privacy is non-existent as everyone is under the watchful eyes of the ‘Big Brother’. Today, some truth has born out from this. The advancement in technology has penetrated all aspects of our life that one cannot help but feel that his every action is being watched or monitored. Privacy has become a scarce commodity as people choose to place a higher premium on safety, convenience, profits and fame. But while it is undeniable that privacy is heading towards extinction, it is another thing altogether to say that it has become extinct already. To do so is to overlook the safeguards in place to protect this basic right which every human being is entitled to. Hence, I disagree with the statement that there is no such thing as privacy today. 
Admittedly, privacy has been sacrificed in the name of safety nowadays. (bodyscanners; CCTVs) ……..However, to claim that privacy has been totally eradicated is an overstatement. …….

Granted, our desire for greater convenience has also resulted in a loss of privacy…(Google Street View)…..But what many fail to realise is that …….

It is also not uncommon to hear that money is the main culprit that robs us of our privacy……(paparazzi; tabloids; talk shows) [sex videos of Edison Chen/Gillian Chung; Aaron Kwok, Xu Meifeng, Malaysian minister]. Nevertheless, we should not overlook the fact that……

The devaluation of privacy has also arguably been attributed to our desire for fame and our exhibitionistic tendencies….(Blog/Facebook/Reality TV)…Despite all this, privacy need not be totally ceded……..

In a nutshell, it is an undeniable fact that much of our privacy today has indeed been compromised, whether in the name of safety, convenience, profits or fame. But before we hasten to make the claim that not even a shred of it is left, we should open our eyes to the safeguards that are in place in society. Notwithstanding the invasive nature of technology today, we should also have more faith and give more credit to basic human decency and legislation when it comes to respecting one another’s privacy. Thus, to claim that there is no such thing as privacy today is untenable. Big Brother may be watching, but he is not watching everywhere!

